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THOUGHTS AND INITIATIVES 
 

3.  ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

NATIONAL INNOVATOR’S AWARD (NIA) FUND 

IN BANGLADESH 

 

Dear  f r i end,  

BDI  has est abl i shed a Nat i onal  I nnovat or ’ s Awar d ( NI A)  Fund i n 

Bangl adesh i n or der  t o awar d one pr i ze each year  t o t he most  

out st andi ng i nnovat or  or  pr oducer  f or  hi s ef f or t s i n pr oduct i on 

and i nnovat i on i n Bangl adesh.  BDI  has opened t he Fund i n 1993 

wi t h an i ni t i al  amount  of  5, 000. 00 US dol l ar s t hat  was col l ect ed 

f r om t he BDI  member s and wel l - wi sher s i n 1992.  The BDI - NI A 

account  wi l l  be managed by t he Bangl adesh Uni ver si t y of  

Engi neer i ng and Technol ogy ( BUET)  wi t h t he super vi s i on of  t he 

Vi ce Chancel l or  of  BUET.  

Thi s year  our  t ar get  i s t o r ai se anot her  15, 000 US dol l ar s f or  

t he BDI - NI A Fund.  As of  Jul y,  we have col l ect i ons and pl edges f or  

9000 US dol l ar s,  whi ch means we have t o r ai se an addi t i onal  6000 

US dol l ar s i n t he r emai ni ng mont hs.  Pl ease par t i c i pat e i n t hi s 

ef f or t  by sendi ng your  t ax- deduct i bl e cont r i but i on t o:  

BDI 

812 Hope Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

15160 SE 54th Place, Bellevue, WA 98006. 

 

The pr oceeds ear ned on t hi s account  shal l  be awar ded as pr i ze-

money each year .  The or i gi nal  deposi t  i n t he BDI - NI A Fund shal l  

r emai n i nt act  and cont i nue t o gr ow i n f ut ur e wi t h mor e 

cont r i but i ons f r om peopl e l i ke your sel f .  

The I nst i t ut e of  Appr opr i at e Technol ogy ( I AT)  of  BUET,  under  t he 

di r ect i on of  t he Vi ce Chancel l or ,  has agr eed t o hel p i n sel ect i ng 
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t he i nnovat or  deser vi ng t he awar d each year ,  and i n handl i ng t he 

pr ess,  medi a and ot her  act i v i t i es.  

MOTIVATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF BDI-NIA FUND 

An aver age Bangl adeshi  ear ns about  f i f t y  cent s a day whi ch i s 

equi val ent  t o about  t hr ee pounds of  r i ce i n Bangl adesh.  

Bangl adesh Devel opment  I ni t i at i ve ( BDI )  has set  a goal  of  r ai s i ng 

t he aver age dai l y per  capi t a i ncome of  Bangl adesh t o a decent  

l evel  by t he t ur n of  t he cent ur y.  How i s t hi s t o be achi eved? 

Cur r ent l y Bangl adesh pr edomi nant l y pr oduces a var i et y of  consumer  

goods f or  domest i c consumpt i on and expor t .  The bul k of  t hese 

goods i s pr oduced i n t he i nf or mal  sect or  as f ami l y busi nesses.  

The qual i t y of  t hese goods i s al most  al ways poor .  I n t he gar ment ,  

cosmet i cs and r el at ed i ndust r i es,  a f ew r el at i vel y l ar ge and 

or gani zed compani es exi st  whi ch pr oduce consumer  goods of  

r easonabl e qual i t y.  The machi ner i es used by t hese i ndust r i es,  

e. g. ,  gar ment  machi nes,  ar e i mpor t ed f r om ot her  count r i es.  As a 

r esul t ,  whi l e Bangl adesh empl oys a l abor  f or ce whose educat i onal  

l evel  i s  har dl y at  f i f t h gr ade and whi ch ear ns onl y about  f i f t y  

cent s per  per son per  day as ment i oned above,  t he i nvest ment s made 

by t he Bangl adeshi  i ndust r i es t owar d t he pur chase of  t hese 

machi ner i es go i nt o suppor t i ng a hi ghl y educat ed l abor  f or ce 

havi ng a dai l y per  capi t a i ncome as hi gh as f i f t y  US dol l ar s or  

mor e i n ot her  count r i es.  

The pr oduct i on of  ‘ i nt er nat i onal  qual i t y ’  moder n machi ner i es 

r equi r es a Bachel or ’ s,  Mast er ’ s or  a Doct or at e l evel  l abor  f or ce 

at  di f f er ent  phases of  r esear ch,  devel opment  and manuf act ur e.  

Thi s l abor  f or ce i n t ur n demands moder n sci ent i f i c  and 

t echnol ogi cal  met hods f r om t he academi ci ans f or  i t s oper at i ons 

and i t sel f  spawns moder n t echnol ogi es at  t he same t i me.  

The advanced i ndust r i al i zed count r i es have succeeded soci o-

economi cal l y because t hey hol d t he keys t o t hese moder n 
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sci ent i f i c  and t echnol ogi cal  know- how.  Bangl adesh,  however ,  has 

t he pot ent i al  t o engage i n t he pr oduct i on of  t he means of  

pr oduct i on,  i . e. ,  t he above- ment i oned machi ner i es,  at  l east  i n 

some sect or s.  The f ami l y- busi ness t ype pr oduct i on of  machi ner i es 

t hat  i s  cur r ent l y goi ng on i n t he Dhol ai  Khal  ar ea near  Dhaka i s 

a pr i me exampl e of  t he exi st i ng capabi l i t i es of  t he pr oduct i on of  

machi ner i es i n Bangl adesh.  

BDI  woul d l i ke t o suppor t  act i v i t i es such as t he one i n t he 

Dhol ai  Khal  ar ea and i n ot her  par t s of  t he count r y.  The ul t i mat e 

obj ect i ve i s t o t r ansf or m t hese smal l  ent er pr i ses i nt o bi g 

cor por at i ons i n not  so di st ant  a f ut ur e,  and enabl e t hem t o 

pr oduce al l  sor t s of  r esear ched and engi neer ed dur abl e and 

capi t al  goods.  At  pr esent  t hese pr oducer s can bui l d machi nes or  

machi ne par t s i f  t hey have access t o appr opr i at e dr awi ngs and 

speci f i cat i ons of  t he par t s t o be bui l t .       

The cont i nui ng cycl e of  pover t y and under devel opment  i n 

Bangl adesh can be br oken onl y by bui l di ng t he pr oduct i on 

capaci t i es of  dur abl e,  i nt er medi at e and capi t al  goods and 

enhanci ng t he qual i t y of  t hese goods t hr ough sci ent i f i c  and 

engi neer i ng r esear ch.  Thi s i s t he onl y pat h t o a st abl e and 

per manent  change i n Bangl adesh and t hus t o our  desi r ed goal  of  

achi evi ng a decent  aver age nat i onal  dai l y per  capi t a i ncome by 

t he year  2000.  The BDI - NI A const i t ut es onl y a smal l  st ep i n t he 

r i ght  di r ect i on.  Pl ease be a par t  of  t hi s nobl e under t aki ng by 

maki ng a cont r i but i on t o t he BDI  NI A Fund.  Make checks payabl e t o 

BDI .  

( Thi s st at ement  i s appr oved by t he Execut i ve Commi t t ee of  BDI .   

BDI  i s a non- pr of i t  non- pol i t i cal  f eder al  t ax- exempt  cor por at i on 

based i n Pennsyl vani a,  USA.  Not e:  BDI  has no over head expenses. )  

 


