THOUGHTS AND INITIATIVES

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
NATIONAL INNOVATOR’'S AWARD (NIA) FUND
IN BANGLADESH

Dear friend,

BDI has established a National Innovator’s Award (NIA) Fund in
Bangl adesh in order to award one prize each year to the nost
out st andi ng i nnovator or producer for his efforts in production
and i nnovation in Bangl adesh. BDI has opened the Fund in 1993
with an initial anmount of 5,000.00 US dollars that was collected
fromthe BDI nenbers and well-wi shers in 1992. The BDI - N A
account will be managed by the Bangl adesh University of

Engi neeri ng and Technol ogy (BUET) with the supervision of the

Vi ce Chancel | or of BUET.

This year our target is to raise another 15,000 US dollars for
the BDI-NIA Fund. As of July, we have collections and pl edges for
9000 US dol l ars, which neans we have to raise an additional 6000
US dollars in the remaining nonths. Please participate in this
effort by sending your tax-deductible contribution to:

BDI
812 Hope Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
15160 SE 54" Place, Bellevue, WA 98006.

The proceeds earned on this account shall be awarded as prize-
noney each year. The original deposit in the BD -N A Fund shall
remain intact and continue to grow in future with nore
contributions from people |ike yourself.

The Institute of Appropriate Technol ogy (I AT) of BUET, under the
direction of the Vice Chancellor, has agreed to help in selecting
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t he i nnovator deserving the award each year, and in handling the
press, nedia and other activities.

MOTIVATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT

OF BDI-NIA FUND
An aver age Bangl adeshi earns about fifty cents a day which is
equi val ent to about three pounds of rice in Bangl adesh.
Bangl adesh Devel opnent Initiative (BD) has set a goal of raising
the average daily per capita inconme of Bangl adesh to a decent
| evel by the turn of the century. Howis this to be achieved?

Currently Bangl adesh predom nantly produces a variety of consuner
goods for donestic consunption and export. The bul k of these
goods is produced in the informal sector as fam |y businesses.
The quality of these goods is al nbost always poor. In the garnent,
cosnetics and related industries, a fewrelatively | arge and
organi zed conpani es exi st which produce consuner goods of
reasonabl e quality. The machineries used by these industries,
e.g., garnment machines, are inported fromother countries. As a
result, while Bangl adesh enpl oys a | abor force whose educati onal

| evel is hardly at fifth grade and which earns only about fifty
cents per person per day as nentioned above, the investnents nmade
by the Bangl adeshi industries toward the purchase of these

machi neries go into supporting a highly educated |abor force
having a daily per capita income as high as fifty US dollars or
nore in other countries.

The production of ‘international quality’ nodern machineries
requires a Bachelor’s, Master’s or a Doctorate |evel |abor force
at different phases of research, devel opnment and manufacture.
This | abor force in turn demands nodern scientific and

t echnol ogi cal nmethods fromthe academ cians for its operations
and itself spawns nodern technol ogies at the sane tine.

The advanced industrialized countries have succeeded soci o-
econom cal ly because they hold the keys to these nobdern
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scientific and technol ogi cal know how. Bangl adesh, however, has
the potential to engage in the production of the means of
production, i.e., the above-nentioned machineries, at least in
sone sectors. The fam | y-busi ness type production of machineries
that is currently going on in the Dhol ai Khal area near Dhaka is
a prinme exanple of the existing capabilities of the production of
machi neri es i n Bangl adesh.

BDI would like to support activities such as the one in the
Dhol ai Khal area and in other parts of the country. The ultimte
objective is to transformthese snmall enterprises into big
corporations in not so distant a future, and enable themto
produce all sorts of researched and engi neered durabl e and
capital goods. At present these producers can build machi nes or
machi ne parts if they have access to appropriate draw ngs and
specifications of the parts to be built.

The continuing cycle of poverty and underdevel opnent in

Bangl adesh can be broken only by buil ding the production
capacities of durable, internediate and capital goods and
enhancing the quality of these goods through scientific and
engi neering research. This is the only path to a stable and

per mmnent change i n Bangl adesh and thus to our desired goal of
achi eving a decent average national daily per capita inconme by
the year 2000. The BDI-NI A constitutes only a small step in the
right direction. Please be a part of this noble undertaking by
maki ng a contribution to the BDI NI A Fund. Make checks payable to
BDI .

(This statenment is approved by the Executive Commttee of BDI
BDI is a non-profit non-political federal tax-exenpt corporation
based i n Pennsyl vania, USA. Note: BDI has no overhead expenses.)
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